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SUBJ: OAKLEY JANUARY 17 BANGKOK NEWS CONFERENCE 

FOLLOWING IS THE USIS-PREPARED TRANSCRIPT OP THE NEWS 
CONFERENCE ROBERT B. OAKLEY, U.S. DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OP STATE 
FOR EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS, GAVE JANUARY 17 AT THE FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENTS CLUB OF THAILAND IN BANGKOK. 

(BEGIN TRANSCRIPT) 

Q. MR., OAKLEY, WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED, WHAT HAVE YOU TAKEN BACK TO 
WASHINGTON ON THE VIETNAM, CAMBODIA SITUATION? 

A. I DON'T HAVE ANY SPECIAL INSIDE INFORMATION THAT I'M TAKING 
BACK TO WASHINGTON BECAUSE WHATEVER IS AVAILABLE THERE IS ALREADY 
AVAILABLE IN WASHINGTON. IT'S SOMETHING THAT HAS COME UP IN DIS- 
CUSSIONS I'VE HAD HERE WITH THAI GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. IN TERMS 
OF BATTLEFRONT I WOULDN’T WANT TO STEAL ANYTHING AWAY FROM OUR 
BATTLEFRONT REPORTER OVER HERE, MR. ANDERSON. BUT IT SEEMS THAT 
THE SITUATION THERE IS STABILIZED SOMEWHAT . THERE'S OBVIOUSLY SOME 
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FIGHTING GOING ON BUT IT IS APPARENTLY AT A SOMEWHAT LOWER LEVEL OF 
INTENSITY. WHAT ULTIMATELY IS GOING TO HAPPEN BETWEEN VIETNAM AND 
CAMBODIA IS SOMETHING I FIND HARD TO PREDICT. I THINK THAT 
THE ONE THING THAT HAS IMPRESSED ME HAS BEEN THE NEW RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN THE ASIAN STATES, THE INDIVIDUAL BASIS AND VIETNAM AND IN 
SOME RESPECTS I THINK PERHAPS CAMBODIA. I THINK THAT THE OVER- 
ALL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE NUMBERS OF ASIAN AND THE INDOCHINA STATES 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


HAS CERTAINLY IMPROVED SINCE THE LAST TIME I WAS HERE IN AUGUST AND 
I THINK THAT'S A SIGNIEICANT EVENT. TO WHAT DEGREE THAT'S RELATED 
TO THE VIETNAM CAMBODIA PROBLEM, I CAN'T SAY BUT I THINK THAT THE 
SORT OF RELATIONSHIP THAT EXISTS NOW IS ONE THAT OEFERS A GREAT DEAL 
OF HOPE FOR LONG TERM POLITICAL STABILITY AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

Q. MR. OAKLEY, CAN YOU SORT OF GIVE US A GENERAL PICTURE OF WHAT 
ARE THE LINES, HOW FAR WEST INTO CAMBODIA DO THE VIETNAMESE EXTEND? 

A. THAT, I CANT' FRANKLY, I'M NOT TRYING TO FOLLOW THE COURSE OF 
THE BATTLE IN ANY DETAILED WAY AND IT'S JUST NOT SOMETHING I'VE 
GOTTEN INTO. 

Q. YOU MENTIONED JUST NOW THE IMPROVED TYPE OF RELATIONS BETWEEN 
ASEAN AND THE INDOCHINA STATES. 

A. I SAID THE ASEAN STATES. 

Q. WHAT DO YOU MEAN THE ASEAN STATES, DO YOU FORESEE THIS EX- 
TENDING TO IMPROVE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN A COHESIVE ASIAN GROUPING 
ON THE ONE HAND AND A MORE COHESIVE INDOCHINA GROUPING ONTHE OTHER 
AS A RESULT OF THE CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS BETWEEN VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA? 

A. THAT'S AN INTERESTING QUESTION AS TO WHETHER OR NOT THERE WILL 
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BE A COHESIVE INDOCHINA, SOMETHING I HESITATE TO PREDICT. SO FAR AS 
I'M AWARE THE ONLY TIME THAT INDOCHINA HAS BEEN COHESIVE IN THE SENSE 
THAT YOUR TALKING ABOUT CLOSE PEACEFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
AMOUNGST THE COUNTRIES THAT ARE NOW VIETNAM, CABODIA, AND LAOS 
WERE DURING THE FRENCH PERIOD. MAYBE MY HISTORY IS WRONG BUT IT 
SEEMS TO ME THE PROBLEM IS CERTAINLY BETWEEN THE KHMER 
AND THE VIETNAMSES, THAT IT GOES BACK A THOUSAND YEARS. WHETHER THOSE 
ARE GOING TO BECOME HARMONIOUS OR NOT I JUST CAN'T PREDICT. 

Q. CONSIDER YOU'VE SEEN THE POSSIBILITY OF A REGIONAL CONFLICT FOR 
INFLUENCE BETWEEN ON ONE HAND THE CHINESE AND ON THE OTHER HAND 
THOSE PARTS OF INDOCHINA WHICH ARE LED BY OR DOMINATED BY THE 
VIETNAMSES. 

A. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THERE IS RIVALRY BETWEEN THE SOVIET UNION 
AND THE CHINESE ON THE WORLD-WIDE BASIS. IT TAKES DIFFERENT FORMS 
AND DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE WORLD. FOR THE ANSWER OF YOUR QUESTION 
I GUESS IS YES, BUT IT RAISES A FURTHER QUESTION OF WHAT TYPE OF 
RIVALRY, AND WHAT DEGREE, AND HOW IT WILL REVOLVE AND WHETHER TO BE 
PEACEFUL, WHETHER SOMETHING ELSE WILL BE INVOLVED, AND I DON'T 
KNOW. I'D SAY THAT SO FAR NEITHER THE CHINESE NOR THE SOVIET 
HAVE FULLY ENGAGED THEMSELVES AND WHAT'S GOING ON BETWEEN VIETNAM 
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AND CAMBODIA. I THINK THAT THEIR PREFERENCES ARE VERY CLEAR BUT 
ON THE OTHER LAND THEY SEEM TO HAVE BEEN RELATIVELY RESTRAINED. 

Q. YOU SEE IT THAT AS MR. BRZEZINSKI SAID A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO ON 
TV THAT THIS WAR THAT IS GOING ON NOW IN INDOCHINA IS A CONFLICT 
BETWEEN A PROXY WAR, I THINK WERE HIS WORDS, IN NORTHERN CHINA. 

A. I DIDNT'T SAY THAT. A MINUTE AGO I SAID THAT THE TROUBLE BETWEEN 
THE VIETNAMESE AND THE KHMER GOES BACK TO A THOUSAND YEARS, THEREFORE 
IT'S HARD TO SAY THAT IT'S EXCLUSIVELY SOMETHING WHICH IS 
COMING FROM PEKING AND MOSCOW. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT YOU MAY 
HAVE A PARTICULAR REGIONAL MANIFESTATION OF A WORLD- 
WIDE RIVALRY BUT AT THE SAME TIME YOU OBVIOUSLY HAVE A LOCAL 
SET OF CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH IS VERY IMPORTANT WHEN YOU'RE LOOKING 
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AT THE SITUATION OF CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM AND THEIR RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE TWO. 

Q. HOW SERIOUSLY DO YOU VIEW CLAIMS THAT SOME PEOPLE THINK THAT 
HANOI, SINCE PNOM PENH IS NOT CALLING FOR TALKS, WILL MAKE A 
PUSH ON PNOM PEN AND TRY TO CHANGE THE LEADERSHIP THERE? 

A. THE AMERICANS HAVE NEVER DONE VERY WELL WHEN IT COMES TO READING 
THE CRYSTAL BALL ON HANOI. I JUST COULDN'T ANSWER THE QUESTION, I 
JUST DON'T KNOW. 

Q. IN YOUR TALKS WITH THE THAI LEADERS, HAVE THEY EXPRESSED A GREAT 
DEAL OF CONCERN ABOUT THE SITUATION THAT MIGHT EXIST IF CAMBODIA WAS 
NOT AN INDEPENDENT NATION? IF IT WAS CONTROLLED BY THE VIETNAMESE OR 
IF THERE WAS A PRO- VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT IN PHOM PENH? 

A. AT THE MOMENT THE THAI GOVERNMENT TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER ASIAN 
GOVERNMENTS OFFICIALS WITH WHOM I'VE TALKED IN INDONESIA. 

SINGAPORE, AND MALAYSIA SEEM WELL TO BE SATISFIED WITH THE OVERALL 

STATE OF AFFAIRS IN THE REGION. THEY'RE OBVIOUSLY CONCERNED 

LEST THE FIGHTING BETWEEN VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA GET OUT OF 

HAND AND PRODUCE REGIONAL INSTABILITY. BUT AT THE MOMENT THERE SEEMS 

TO BE, AS I SAY, RELATIVE SATISFACTION WITH THE OVERALL SITUATION IN 

THE AREA. IF THE FIGHTING BETWEEN VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA 

SHOULD FLARE UP AND THE SITUATION SHOULD CHANGE, THEN I THINK THERE 

WOULD BE CONCERN. BUT FOR THE MOMENT THERE DOES SEEM TO BE RELATIVE 

SATISFACTION ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE AREA BOTH HERE AND IN 

THE OTHER ASIAN COUNTRIES. 

Q. MR. OAKLEY, GENERAL KRIANGSAK RAISED THE SUBJECT 
ON REFUGEES FROM INDOCHINA AND INAUDIBLE AMERICAN HELP IN 
FINDING NEW HOMES FOR THEM. WERE YOU ABLE TO GIVE THEM ANY 
SATISFACTION IN THIS REGARD? 

UNCLASSIFIED 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 05 BANGKOOI686 01 OF05 I72I25Z 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 01686 02 OF 05 I72I24Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 PA-02 INR-07 INRE-00 SSO-00 HA-05 
PM-05 EB-08 10-14 EUR-I2 /066 W 

034174 I72I55Z/72 

OR I7I252ZJAN78 

FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

TO USINEO WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY RANGOON IMMEDIATE 

AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

INFO SECSTATE IMMEDIATE 8244 

UNCLAS SECTION 2 OF 5 BANGKOK 1686 

USIA FOR lEA, lOP/M, IBS, IPS, lOR/RIM 

A. WE ARE CONTINUING TO TAKE A LARGE NUMBER OF REFUGEES. WE 
JUST COMPLETED THE FIRST HALF OF A PROGRAM TO PAROLE 15,000 
INDOCHINA REFUGEES INTO THE U.S. WE ARE NOW WORKING ON THE 
SECOND HALF. WE ALSO ARE DISCUSSING WITH CONGRESS ANOTHER TRANCHE 
OF 7,000 REFUGEES WHO WILL BE ADMITTED TO THE U.S., AS WELL AS LONG- 
TERM LEGISLATION. WE HAVE BEEN IN VERY CLOSE CONTACT WITH A NUMBER 
OF OTHER GOVERNMENTS INCLUDING THE AUSTRALINS WHO ARE TAKING 
MORE REFUGEES. THE NUMBER OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES, THE SO-CALLED 
BOAT CASE REFUGEES IN THAILAND AND IN THE OTHER SOUTHEAST ASIAN STATES 

HAS BEEN STEADILY DIMINISHING OVER THE PAST THREE MONTHS THANKS TO 
THE EFFORTS BY THE U.S., FRANCE, AUSTRALIA AND SOME OTHER COUNTRIES 
AND WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFU- 
GEES. WE RECOGNIZED THE PROBLEMS OF PERMANENT RESETTLEMENT, 
PARTICULARLY THESE BOAT CASEREFUGEES IN THIS PART OF WORLD. THERE- 
FORE WE RE GOING TO DO WHATEVER WE CAN TOGETHER WITH OTHERS TO HELP 
FIND PERMANENT RESETTLEMENT OPPORTUNITES FOR THEM. AT THE SAME TIME 
WE APPRECIATE VERY MUCH THE COOPERATION OF THE LOCAL STATES AND THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS, IN PROVIDING TEMPORARY ASYLUM BECAUSE IT IS NOT 
ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE U.S. OR AUSTRALIA TO DO MORE WITH THE COUNTRIES 
IN THE AREA WHO SEEM TO BE DOING LESS. NOW THIS LEAVES FOR THAILAND 
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ANOTHER BIG PROBLEM AND THAT IS THE LAND REFUGEES IN THE NORTH, 

AND AS I SAY WE ARE NOW IN THE PROCESS OE TAKING SOME OF THE 
REEUGEES WHICH IS A MORE DIFFICULT PROBLEM TO RESOLVE. THEIR NEED 
IS NOT AS URGENT BUT IT IS A PROBLEM TO WHICH THE U.S. TOGETHER WITH 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IS DEVOTING IT ATTENTION AND WE ARE 
WORKING VERY CLOSELY WITH THAILAND AND THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFU 

GEES IN DOING THIS. 

Q. I RARELY UNDERSTOOD THIS AMERICAN ARGUMENT THAT THE NEEDS OF 
THE BOAT PEOPLE ARE MORE URGENT THAN THE PEOPLE OE SOME OF THESE 
CAMPS WHICH ARE EURTHER SOUTH AND HAVE EAR FEWER RESOURCES 
AND HAVE LINGUISTIC ABILITY, AND IN FACT THEY'RE MUCH WORSE OEF THAN 
ANY OE THE BOAT PEOPLE I'VE INTERVIEWED. WHY IS THE AMERICAN POSI- 
TION ON BOAT PEOPLE SO IMPORTANT? 

A. PRIMARILY, BECAUSE AS WAS THE CASE TWO DAYS AGO IN MALAYSIA 
PROVISIONS ARE NOT MADE TO TAKE THE VIETNAMESE WHO COME OUT BY 
BOAT FOR A PERMANENT RESETTLEMENT WITHIN A REASONABLE PERIOD 
OF TIME. THERE WILL BE INCREASING PRESSURE ON THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
TO PUSH THE BOAT OUT TO SEA SAYING, WELL, THEY'RE SEA- WORTHY THERE- 
FORE THEY CAN PROCEED TOWAR ANOTHER DESTINATION, AND EACH TIME THEY 
COME TO A PORT ANYWHERE IN THE AREA, THEY'RE PUSHED OUT 
BACK TO SEA. AND TWO DAYS AGO A BOAT WAS APPARENTLY PUSHED OUT 
TO SEA AND NOT ALLOWED TO LAND OFF THE MALAYSIAN COAST, IT 
SANK AND A LARGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WERE KILLED. THAT'S WHY WE 
THINK IT'S MORE URGENT. 

Q. MR. OAKLEY, HOW DO YOU ACCOUNT FOR GENERAL KRIANGSAK'S 
STATEMENT FIVE MONTHS AGO THAT THE U.S. WAS TO BLAME EOR TAKING 
ALL OF THE QUALIFIED REFUGEES OUT THAILAND AND LEAVING 
THAILAND WITH A NUMBER OF REFUGEES WITH NO SKILLS. 
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A. I'M NOT AWARE OF THE STATEMENT OF WHICH HE MADE BUT THERE IS 
CERTAINLY A PROBLEM. FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN I WENT TO THE NONG KHAI 
CAMP LAST JUNE, I WAS STRUCK BY THE RACT THAT SOME 200 
LAOTIAN DOCTORS HAD GONE THROUGH THAT CAMP, PROBABLY THE TOTAL 
NUMBER OF DOCTORS IN LAOS. THERE ARE ABOUT 20 LEFT IN THAILAND, 

MOST OF THEM WORKING IN THE CAMPS WITH THEIR OWN PEOPLE. THE REST 
OF THEM HAVE GONE TO FRANCE, TO THE U.S. OR ELSEWHERE 
BECAUSE THERE IS AN OPPORTUNITY. THIS IS NOT UNUSUAL. THERE ARE 
PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD WHO PARTICULAR BY, AS IT TURNS OUT- 
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DOCTORS WHO GO TO THE U.S. BECAUSE THEY FIND THE SITUATION MORE 
ATTRACTIVE THERE IN TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT THAN THEY DO ELSEWHERE. BUT IT 

IS A PROBLEM CERTAINLY FOR THAILAND. ON THE OTHER HAND IF A REFUGEE 

IS QUALIEIED TO GO SOMEWHERE ELSE AND THERE'S A CHOICE BETWEEN THAT 

AND EXTENDING HIS TIME PERMANENTLY IN A CAMP, IT'S 

HARD TO CONVINCE HIM, I WOULD SAY, IT'S HARD FOR HIM TO MAKE UP 

HIS OWN MIND TO STAY THERE. BUT IT DOES CAUSE A PROBLEM FOR 

THAILAND, IT'S NOT JUST THE U.S., THERE ARE A LOT OE COUNTRIES IN 

THE WORLD WHO ARE PREPARED TO ACCEPT SKILLED IMMIGRANTS. 

THERE IS MUCH LESS WILLINGNESS AROUND THE WORLD TO ACCEPT PEOPLE 
WHO DON'T HAVE SKILLS THAT ARE NEEDED OR ARE ABSENT, AND THEY DON'T 
HAVE A COUNTRY. 

Q. MR. OAKLEY, COULD VIETNAM'S ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODIA AEFECT 

ITS RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. AND HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THE NORMALI 

ZATION PROCESS AT THIS POINT? 

A. ONE OE THE REASONS THAT WE PERHAPS CAN'T PROVIDE, 

DON'T HAVE AS MANY ANWSERS AS WE WOULD LIKE ABOUT WHAT'S HAPPENING 
BETWEEN VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA, IS WE HAVE NO DIPLOMA- 
TIC REPRESENTATION, NO RELATIONS WITH EITHER OE THESE COUNTRIES. 

WE HAD ANOTHER MEETING WITH THE VIETNAMESE IN PARIS 

JUST BEFORE CHRISTMAS TO CONTINUE THE DISCUSSIONS ON NORMALIZATION. 

IT WAS A VERY INTERESTING MEETING AND AT SOME POINT IN THE NEXT 
MONTH WE'LL MEET AGAIN. SO THE SEARCH FOR A MEANS TO NORMALIZE 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE U.S. AND VIETNAM IS CONTINUING BUT THERE 
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IS NO WAY TO WHICH ONE CAN QUALIEY IT, SAYING WE ARE ON THE VERGE OF 
BREAKTHROUGH OR ANYTHING OF THIS SORT. WE ARE JUST CONTINUING TO 
EXPLORE. THAT IS TO HOW THIS MIGHT COME ABOUT. 

Q. COULD VIETNAM'S ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODIA HAVE ANY BEARING, WOULD 
THEY HAVE ANY BEARING, ON THE NORMALIZATION PROCESS? 

A. THAT'S A QUESTION THAT HASN'T YET ARISEN. THEORETICALLY, AT 
SOME POINT WE MIGHT HAVE TO CONSIDER IT, BUT AT THE PRESENT MOMENT 
STATUS OF OUR NORMALIZATION DISCUSSIONS IS NOT SUCH 
THAT IT HAS ANY PARTICULAR BARRIER. 

Q. DOES VIETNAM SEE ITS PRINCIPLE BARRIERS FOR NORMALIZATION RIGHTS 
AND HOW DOES THAT DIFEER WITH OE THE U.S.? 

A. VIETNAM'S PRINCIPLE POINT OP THIS AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE U.S. AND 
VIETNAM ON NORMALIZATION IS THE QUESTION OP AID AND IT HAS 
BEEN FOR SOME TIME. THE U.S. TAKES THE POSITION THAT IT HAS NO OBLI- 
GATION TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE. THE VIETNAMESE TAKE THE POSITION THAT 
THERE IS AN OBLIGATION BY THE U.S. TO HEAL THE WOULNDS OF 
WAR AND THIS IS THE FUNDAMENTAL OBSTACLE TO NORMALIZATION. 
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Q. IS THERE A PRICE TAG ON THIS PREPARATION EOR THIS PROBLEM? 

A. THE VIETNAMESE OCCASIONALLY REEER TO THE NIXON-PHAM VAN DONG 
LETTER, BUT I'M NOT SURE IE THERE IS A SPECIEIC PRICE TAG 
NO. BUT AS FAR AS THE U.S. IS CONCERNED IT'S NOT A MATTER OF PRICE 
AT ALL, IT'S MATTER OE PRINCIPLE, AND IN PRINCIPLE, WE DON NOT 
RECOGNIZE ANY OBLIGATION. THEREEORE, WE RE NOT NEGOTIATING OVER 
DOLLARS AND CENTS. 

Q. I WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU THE DURATION BETWEEN THE U.S. 

AND THE BAN. FIRST OF ALL, ACCORDING TO THE REPORT FROM TOKYO 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PRIME MINISTER EUKUDA WILL GO TO WASHINGTON TO SEE 

PRESIDENT CARTER IN THE BEGINNING OE APRIL. I WOULD 

LIKE TO CONEIRM THIS INEORMATION. IS IT SUITABLE EOR THE GOOD 

TIMING FROM THE VIEW POINT OP THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND 

DO YOU THINK...WHAT SUBJECT WOULD BE DISCUSSED BY THE PRESIDENT 
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AND THE PRIME MINISTER. THIS IS THE PIRST ONE AND THE SECOND 
ONE IS, THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT IS NOW GOING TO MAKE A PEACE 
TREATY BETWEEN JAPAN AND CHINA. HOW DO YOU THINK IT WOULD APPECT 
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YOUR POLICY TOWARD CHINA? 

A. FIRST, LET ME SAY THAT I AM NOT UP-TO-DATE ON THE EXCHANGES 
WHICH MAY HAVE TAKEN PLACE BETWEEN OUR GOVERNMENT AND YOUR 
GOVERNMENT ON A POSSIBLE VISIT BY PRIME MINISTER EUKUDA TO THE U.S. 

I KNOW THAT IT IS SOMETHING WHICH HAS BEEN MENTIONED IN THE 

PRESS. IT WOULDN'T SUPRISE ME WITH WHAT HAD HAPPENED 

BECAUSE WE HAD VERY CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH lAPAN AND A TREMENDOUS 

AMOUNT OE RESPECT AND AFEECTION EOR JAPAN WITH MANY IMPORTANT 

BILATERAL AND DRILL PROBLEMS TO DISCUSS BETWEEN US. THE RECENT 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PRIME MINISTER AND AMBASSADOR STRAUSS IN 

TOKYO WAS A VERY SIGNIEICANT STEP EORWARD IN TERMS OE 

FREER TRADE AND AN EXPANDING WORLD ECONOMY AND WE 

HOPE THAT IT WILL CONTAIN THE PRESSURES FOR PROTECTIONISM 

IN THE U.S. AND ELSEWHERE, AND WE HOPE THAT IT WILL ENCOURAGE 

FREER TRADE ON THE PART OP MANY COUNTRIES IN ADDITION TO JAPAN 

AND THE U.S. WE THINK IT WILL OPEN UP OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

SOUTHEAST ASIA TO EXPORT MORE TO JAPAN, SO 
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IN TERMS OF WORLD ECONOMIC HEALTH THERE IS A LOT TO DISCUSS 
BETWEEN JAPAN AND THE U.S. WE'VE ALREADY MADE A GREAT DEAL OP 
PROGRESS. I'M SURE THAT THERE ARE MORE THINGS THAT CAN BE 
DISCUSSED. IN TERMS OF THE TREATY BETWEEN JAPAN AND 
CHINA, I'M INTERESTED THAT YOU SAY IT IS GOING TO BE SIGNED. 

ONCE AGAIN I'M NOT INFORMED I KNOW THAT JAPAN HAS BEEN 
NEGOTIATING WITH BOTH CHINA AND THE SOVIET UNION EOR A LONG TIME 
ON TREATIES AND APPARENTLY THE RESULTS TO THE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 
SOVIETS WERE NOT SUCCESSFUL, AND AT THIS ROUND IF THE CHINESE 
SHOULD BE SUCCESSFUL IT WILL BE VERY INTERESTING. I DON'T BELIEVE 
THAT IT WILL HAVE ANY EFFECT ON THE POSITION TOWARDS EITHER 
JAPAN OR CHINA. 

Q. DID YOU SEE THE PRIME MINISTER OF VIETNAM EMNTIONED IN A PRESS 
CONFERENCE LAST WEEK THAT THE RETURN OF MILITARY AIRCRAFT BROUGH OUT 
OF SAIGON BEFORE THE FALL IS STILL A BILATERAL PROBLEM BETWEEN 
THAILAND AND VIETNAM. I WANT TO KNOW IF THE U.S. CAN HELP THAILAND 
TO SOLVE THIS PROBLEM, OR WHAT IS THE STAND OF THE U.S. OF 
THIS PROBLEM? 

A. THE U.S. IS PREPARED TO WORK WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF THAILAND 
FOR A RESOLUTION FOR THIS PROBLEM AT A SUITABLE TIME. THERE 
IS SOME QUESTION AS TO WHETHER IT IS A BILATERAL PROBLEM, OR A TRI- 
LATERAL, OR A MULTI-LATERAL PROBLEM BECAUSE IT IS A VERY COMPLICATED 
BUREUCRATIC PROCESS BUT OF COURSE CERTAINLY WE WILL BE PREPARED 
TO ASSIST IN WORKING OUT A MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION OF THE 
PROBLEM. 

Q. WHAT WOULD BE A SATISFACTORY SOLUTION OF THIS PROBLEM? 
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A. NO, I DON'T THINK IT IS REALLY MY POSITION TO SAY WHAT THIS 
SHOULD BE. IT IS SOMETHING THAT WE WISH TO DISCUSS WITH THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF THAILAND. 
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Q. HAVE WE HAD ANY INDICATION AT ALL THAT THE VIETNAMESE ARE ATTEMPT- 
ING TO GET REPLACEMENT PART OR SPARE PARTS FOR AMERICAN EQUIPMENT 
IN THEIR HANDS ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD MARKET? 

A. I HAVEN'T SEEN ANY RECENT REPORTS ABOUT THE VIETNAMESE SEEKING 
REPLACEMENT PARTS. THAT DOESN'T MEAN THAT THERE AREN'T ANY 
BECAUSE TRAVELLING AROUND THE FIELD, IF YOU DON'T SEE A LOT OF RE- 
PORTS THAT ARE NECESSARILY AVAILABLE IN WASHINGTON ON THE OTHER 
HAND FROM WHAT EVERYONE TELLS ME THE STOCKPILE OF SPARE PARTS THAT 
WERE LEFT BEHIND IS SO ENORMOUS THAT THERE'S SOME QUESTION 
AS TO HOW BADLY THEY NEED SPARE PARTS. THERE MAY BE A FEW 
SPECIALIZED THINGS THAT ARE NEEDED BUT I DON'T HAVE ANY DE- 
TAILS ON THAT THAT I CAN GIVE YOU. I'M SORRY. 

Q. I DON'T WANT TO SKEWER YOU ON YOUR OWN WORDS BUT YOU USED 

THE OWRD "RECENT' REPORT, HOW RECENTLY HAVE YOU SEEN THOSE REPORTS, 

(INAUDIBLE). 

A. OH, I'VE SEEN AN OCCAISONAL THING SOME TIME AGO JUST, BUT 
NOTHING BIG, IN OTHER WORDS IT WAS LOOKING FOR MOTOR FOR AN AIRPLANE 
OR SOMETHING OF THIS SORT BUT NO MAJOR PUSH FOR SPARE PARTS THAT 
I HAVE EVER SEEN. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT RANGOON, WHAT DO YOU PLAN TO DISCUSS IN BURMA? 

A. I JUST WANT TO VISIT THE COUNTRY. I'VE NEVER BEEN THERE BEFORE. 

IT'S PART OF MY AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY. THE LAST TIME I'VE BEEN 
OUT THIS WAY, I WENT TO LAOS. THIS TIME I WANT TO GO TO BURMA, 

JUST TO REALLY GET SOME SORT OF A FEEL. WE DON'T HAVE ANY PARTICULAR 
MISSION. I HAD NO PARTICULAR MISSION, NO PARTICULAR MESSAGE FOR 
ANY GOVERNMENT, ON THIS TRIP, I HAVE ENJOYED VERY MUCH AND 
FEEL I HAVE LEARNED A LOT FROM TALKING TO GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
AND I HOPE THE SAME THING WILL BE TURE IN RANGOON. 

Q. WHO WILL YOU BE MEETING THERE? 
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A. FRANKLY, I DON'T KNOW. I'M LEAVING THAT UP TO THE EMBASSY TO 
ARRANGE. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Q. HOW LONG WILL YOU BE THERE? 

A. I JUST BE THERE EOR TWO DAYS. 

Q. ON A GENERAL WAY, ON THIS TRIP SO EAR HAVE YOU FOUND, THE VARIOUS 
COUNTRIES YOU'VE VISITED APPEAR LESS DISSATISEIED WITH 
WHAT THEY PERCEIVED EARLIER AS AMERICAN DISINTEREST, OR A LACK 
OE AMERICAN EOREIGN POLICY FOR THIS AREA. 
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A.HDI THINK THAT'S RIGHT. THIS IS SOMETHING WE DISCUSSED 
AT THE HONG KONG CHIEF OF MISSION CONFERENCE THAT IN THE 
VERY EARLY MONTHS OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION BECAUSE THE PARTIES 
WERE SO CLEARLY DIRECTED ELSEWHERE THERE WAS APPREHENSION. 

PEOPLE SAW THINGS LIKE THE KOREAN TROOP WITHDRAWAL, RUMOURS ABOUT 
THE POSSIBILITY THE U.S. MIGHT CLOSE ITS BASE IN THE PHILLIPINES, 

JUST A GENERAL FEELING OP MALAISE AND APPREHENSION WHICH IS REFERED 
TO AS THE HANGOVER FROM VIETNAM WAR. BUT I THINK THE SITUATION 
HAS STABILIZED. I THINK THAT THIS IS EOR EXAMPLE BY THE 
PRIME MINISTERS OF MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE TO WASHINGTON. THE 
DISCUSSIONS WHICH WERE HELD IN NEW YORK BY THE PRESIDENT AND THE 
SECRETARY OP STATE VANCE WITH TOP RANKING OFPICIALS FROM THE 
PHILLIPINES, INDONESIA AND THAILAND, WARREN CHRISTOPHER'S VISIT 
TO BANGKOK LAST AUGUST. AGRICULTURAL SECRETARY BURDLAND'S VISIT OUT 
HERE, SECRETARY VANCE'S ASIA SOCIETY SPEECH. THE U.S. ASEAN DIALOGUE 
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WHICH WAS INITIATED IN MANILA LAST SEPTEMBER, THE PROGRESS AND NEW 
BASE NEGOTIATIONS, THE MOVE TOWARD A SATISFACTORY MEANS OF 
IMPLEMENTING THE PRESIDENT'S POLICY OF WITHDRAWING TROOPS, GROUND 
TROOPS FROM KOREA AND YET NOT IN ANYWAY DEGRADING THE DEEENSIVE 
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CAPABILITY FOR THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE PENINSULA BETWEEN KOREAN 
GROUND FORCES AND AMERICAN AIR AND NAVAL FORCES. I THINK ALL 
THESE THINGS HAVE SERVED TO REASSURE AND TO PROVIDE A CLEARER 
UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE U.S. POLICY PRACTICES ARE IN ASIA. 

OUR VERY CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH JAPAN, ONE WHICH NOW 
OBVIOUSLY IS SEEN AS ONE WHICH IS A BENEFIT TO THE ENTIRE AREA 
NOT EXCLUSIVE CONCENTRATION ON JAPAN BUT WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH JAPAN, BUT IN A WAY WHICH BENEFITS ALL THE COUNTRIES OF 
ASIA. I THINK ALL THESE THINGS HAVE INDEED SERVED TO CLARIFY, 

GIVEN THE FACT THAT FOR ALMOST 15 YEARS, ASIA AND SOUTHEAST ASIA 
WAS THE TOP PRIORITY ON U.S. LIST OF POLICY PROBLEMS. SUDDENLY, 

TO HAVE FEW OF THE MIDDLE EAST ASSAULT NEGOTIATIONS, OR THE PANAMA 
CANAL MOVED TO TOP IS A LITTLE BIT DISQUIETING BUT I BELIEVE THAT 
CERTAINLY THE ASIAN STATES HAVE DONE A REMARKABLE 
JOB OF COPING WITH THE REUDCTION AND THE OVERALL U.S. 

PRESENCE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND HAVE INCREASED OUR OWN CO- 
OPERATION, THEIR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IS IMPRESSIVE. THEIR 
POLITICAL STABILITY IS ALSO IMPRESSIVE. DID I SAY THAT RELATIONS 
IN THIS PART OF THIS WORLD HAVE SHOWN A CONSIDERABLE IMPROVEMENT 
AND THERE SEEMS TO BE A REMARKABLE ADJUSTMENT TO THE NEW CIR- 
CUMSTANCES. U.S. IS AND WILL REMAIN AN ASIAN PAL AND 
WE WANT TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE, SUPPORT, AND 
ENCOURAGMENT. ABOVE ALL, WE WANT COOPERATIONS FROM MUTUAL 
BENEFIT WITH THE COUNTRIES OF ASIA AND WE BELIEVE THESE PROMISES 
ARE NOW UNDERSTOOD AND THEY'RE GOING TO BE EFFECTIVE. 

Q. ONE PROBLEM OF THE RESPECT OF HUMAN RIGHTS, DO YOU THINK THAT 
THE RECENT (AUDIBLE) ARE CERTAINLY AN IMPROVEMENT IN THE COUNTRIES 
OF THIS AREA? 

A. I THINK THAT CLEARLY IN ASIA AS WELL AS IN OTHER PARTS OF THE 
WORLD THERE IS MORE HIGH-LEVEL OF ATTENTION BEING TIVEN TO HUMAN 
RIGHTS. IT'S NOT JUST THE U.S. GOVERNMENT THAT 
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IS MORE CONCERNED ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS. MANY GOVERNMENTS IN 

THE WORLD HAVE NOW BECOME MORE AWARE OF THENEED TO RESOLVE (PROBLEMS) 

AS MRS. DERIAN WILL TELL YOU. WE DON'T FEEL THAT WE ARE ALL 
PERFECT, BUT WE FEEL THAT ALL TOVERNMENTS IN THE WORLD MUST MAKE A 
GREATER EFFORT AND WEVE BEEN ENCOURAGED BY A THE NUMBER OF 
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CONCRETE SIGNS THAT THIS IS TAKING PLACE IN ASIA THE RELEASE OE POLI- 
TICAL PRINSONERS IN KOREA AND INDONESIA, A GREATER FREEDOM OE THE 
PRESS HERE IN THAILAND, ACCELERATED PROGRESS TOWARDS ELECTED GOVERN- 
MENT HERE IN THAILAND, MORE ATTENTION TO, DUE PROCESS, OVERALL, 

THERE ARE IMPROVEMENTS IN) A NUMBER OE COUNTRIES IN ASIA. WE DON'T 
EEEL THERE'S PEREECTION HERE ANYMORE THEN WE EEEL THERE'S PER- 
EECTION IN THE U.S., BUT YES, WE DO SEE PROGREES. 

Q. IE IMAY ASK A QUESTION RELATED TO THAT. SOME PEOPLE HERE IN 
BANGKOK HAVE INTERPRETED MRS. DERIAN'S VISITS TO SOME 
OE THE CAMPS AND PARTICULARLY THE PRIOSONS TOMORROW AS GROSS 
INTEREERENCE IN THAI AEFAIRS. THE U.S. SEEMS UNWILLING TO SPEAK 
OUT ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN CAMBODIA AND IN VIETNAM, 

SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY SAY THERE'S NOT NEARLY ENOUGH INEORMATION. 

HOW DO YOU SATISFY LEADERS OE ASIAN COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY 
THAILAND, WHEN YOU ARE SO INTERESTED IN THEIR PROBLEMS 
RATHER THAT VIOLATIONS IN COMMUNIST COUNTRIES? 

A. WELL LET ME SAY SEVERAL THINGS (I) PEOPLE SEEM TO IGNORE 
THAT WE HAVE SPOKEN OUT VERY STRONGLY AND IN GREAT DETAIL 
ON HUMAM RIGHTS PROBLEMS IN CAMBODIA. WE HAVE ADRESSED PRIVATELY 
IN OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE VIETNAMESE THE QUESTION OE HUMAND RIGHTS 
AS WE HAVE IN OUR TALKS WITH ALMOST EVERY OTHER GOVERNMENT IN 
THE WORLD. WE HAVE NOT MADE PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON THE 
THE MATER ON ORDINARY PRACTICE, IT DOES HAPPEN OCCASIONALLY 
BUT IT'S USUALLY A SELECTIVE PROCESS BECAUSE THAT'S NOT ALWAYS 
THE BEST WAY TO GET RESULTS AND WE'RE NOT INTERESTED IN SHOW- 
MANSHIP, WE'RE INTERESTED IN THE RESULTS, UB THERE WAS A CON- 
GRESSIONAL HEARING ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN CAMBODIA. A NUMBER OE 
STATE DEPARTMENT OFEICIALS TESTIEIED; ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
OE STATE, HOLBROOK MADE A VERY LONG STATEMENT. WE'VE 
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MADE OTHER PUBLIC REFERENCES TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN 
CAMBODIA. WE DON'T HAVE ANY DIRECT CONTACT WITH THAT 
GOVERNMENT; THEREFORE, IT IS NOT SOMETHING WHICH WE CAN VERY WELL 
TAKE UP IN PRIVATE DIPOMATIC DIALOGUE, I DON'T WANT TO TRY 
TO STEAL MRS. DERIAN'S THUNDER; YOU CAN ASK HER ABOUT SOME OF 
THIS, BUT THE U.S. IS MAKING A GREAT EFFORT NOT TO BE DISCRIMINATORY 
ON THE OTHER HAND, WE DO TAKE AN INTEREST AND I HAVE 
NOT SEE ON THE PART OF THE THAI GOVERNMENT AT LEAST 
ANY APPREHENSION OR RESENTMENT OF MRS. DERIAN'S VISIT, 

AS A MATTER OF FACT, THEY SEEM TO BE VERY INTERESTED IN THE FACT THAT 
SHE IS HERE AND THEY SEEM TO BE HAVING AN EXCELLENT EXCHANGE 
OF VIEWS WITH HERE. 

Q. BEFORE YOU CAME OUT HERE DID YOU NOTICE OVER THE PAST FEW 
MONTHS ANY TREND AT ALL IN CONGRESS THAT MIGHT EVENTUALLY 
LEAD TO SOME SORT OF AMERICAN AID EITHER DIRECT OR THROUGH THE 
UN TO ANY OR ALL OF THE COUNTRIES OF INDOCHINA? 
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A. THE LAST ACTS WHIC CONGRESS TOOK WERE TO FORCE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE U.S. A LETTER PLEDGING THAT THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT WOULD OPPOSE ANY ASSISTANCE THROUGH MILTI-LATERAL 
INSTITUTION, SUCH AS THE WORLD BANK OR THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, 
ANY AID FOR LAOS, CAMBODIA, VIETNAM, ANGOLA, MOZAMBIQUE, 

CUBA, URGANDA, AID TO ANY OE THE INDOCHINA COUNTRIES ON 
A BI-LATERAL BASIS IS AGAINST THE LAW SO THE ANSWER TO 
YOUR QUESTION IS NO. I DIDN'T SEE ANY SUCH TREND. THERE AND 
BEEN INDIVIUDAL CONGRESSMEN WHO SEEM TO EXPRESS SOME INTEREST 
IN IT. BUT THE MAJORITY SENTIMENT IS CLEARLY IN THE OTHER DIRECTION, 
AND THE LAW AT THE MOMENT PROHIBITS IT. 

Q. INAUDIBLE. (CONCERNING THE PHILIPPINES) 

A. I SAID THAT WHERE WE HAD ON-GOING NEGOTIATIONS, PROGRESS 
HAS BEEN MADE. THE STATEMENT ISSUED AT THE END OE MR. HOLBROOK'S 
TALKS THERE LAST WEEK (INDICATED) THE AREAS OE AGREEMENT HAD BEEN 
IDENTIFIED. ONCE AGAIN, I CAN'T TELL YOU THAT WE'RE ON THE VERGE 
OF SIGNING AN OVERALL AGREEMENT BUT AREAS IN WHICH THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BANGKOOI686 05 OF05 I8I007Z 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


U.S. AND PHILIPPINES HAVE IN PRINCIPLE COME TO COMMON VIEW- 
POINT HAD BEEN IDENTIFIED AND ADDITIONAL AREAS OE THIS SORT WERE 
IDENTIFIED DURING THE LAST TALKS. THE TALKS ARE CONTINUING. 

Q. I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW EROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE INDOCHINESE 
STATES, CAN THE ATTEMPT OF THE U.S. TO MAINTAIN THE BASES IN THE 
PHILIPPINES AND THE MILITARY EXCERSISES, THE NAVAL EXERCISES, 

SCHEDULED WITH THE THAI GOVERNMENT AT THE END OF THIS MONTH 
BE SEEN AS A THREAT TO THE PEACE IN THIS REGION? 

A. WE HAVE EXPLAINED TO THE VIETNAMESE WHAT OUR POLICY IS, THAT 
WE ARE IN NO WAY THREATENING ANY COUNTRY IN THIS AREA AND IT SEEMS 
TO ME, GIVEN THE AGREEMENTS RECENTLY SIGNED BETWEEN AND BUBLICLY 
ANNOUNCED TO COMMUNICATE BETWEEN VIETNAM AND THE PHILIPPINES AND THAI 
LAND, INDONESIA AND MALAYSIA THAT NONE OF THESE COUNTRIES HAVE 
ANYTHING OTHER THAN PEACEFUL INTENTIONS TOWARDS VIETNAM. 

THE PRESENCE OF U.S. BASES IN THE PHILIPPINES IS PART OF OUR WORLD 

-WIDE RESPONSIBILITY AS WE SEE IT TO KEEP THE SEA LANES 

OPEN, TO PROVIDE SOME SORT OF STRATEGIC BALANCE AND WE 

HAVE NOT SEEN THE WIDESPREAD ASIAN DISSATISFACTION OF THAT ROLE 

AS A MATER OF FACT THERE SEEMS TO BE A WIDESPREAD APPROVAL OF 

THIS ROLE. BUT OUR BASES IN THE PHILIPPINES ARE NOT AIMED 

AT THE ASIAN MAINLAND, THEY'RE AIMED AT MAINTIANING SEA LANES 

OPEN, AT SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS IN KOREA, AT PROVIDING FLEXIBILITY 

FOR ANY SORT OF CONTINGENCY THAT MIGHT BREAK OUT BUT ON NO 

CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE THEY AIMED AT ANY PARTICULAR COUNTRY OR SHOULD 

THEY BE SEEN AS A THREAT AND WE'VE EXPLAINED THIS. THE VIETNAMESE 

SAY THEY HAVE AN OBJECTION OF PRINCIPLE TO FOREIGN MILITARY BASES 

IN THE PACIFIC. THAT'S THEIR CHOICE. THEY STATED UPLICLY, THE 

OPPOSITION IS AS STATED. THE PHILIPINES HAVE CERTAINLY NOT 

ASKED US TO LEAVE. THE SITUATION CONTINUES. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT THE MILITARY NAVAL EXCERCISES IN THAILAND AT THE END 
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OF THIS MONTH 

A. I'M NOT SURE TO WHAT EXERCISES YOU'RE REFERRING TO. 

WE HAVE EXERCISES OF THE SORT IN ANY NUMBER OF COUNTRIES 
IN THE WORLD. IT'S NOTHING NEW AND THERE AGAIN IT'S NOT A 
THREAT TO ANYONE. SHIPS CALL IN PORTS IN THAILAND AS THEY DO IN 
MANY PARTS OF MANY OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD.. THESE SHOULD 
NOT BE INTERPRETED AS A THREAT EITHER. I DON'T SEE, GIVEN 
THE RECENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THAILAND AND VIETNAM, THE 
VIETNAMESE WOULD INTERPRET THIS AS A THREAT. THE VIETNAMESE 
AFTHER ALL HAVEN'T AGREED TO MILITARY COOPERATION TO THE SOVIET 
UNION. I'VE NOT HEARD THE THAI GOVERNMENT REFER TO THIS AS 
A THREAT TO THAILAND. I'VE NEVER ASKED THE QUESTION BUT NO 
ONE HAS EVER BROTHT IT UP BEFORE. 
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Q. MR. OAKLEY, IN YOUR TALKS HERE WITH THAI GOVERNMENT OEEI- 
CIALS, IS THERE ANY, INDICATION THAT DESPITE THE IMPROVEMENT 
IN GOVERNMENT TO GOVERNMENT RELATION WITH VIETNAM THAT THEY WERE 
WORRIED ABOUT THE VIETNAMSES COMMUNIST PARTIES ASSISTANCE EOR 
THAI COMMUNIST QUERRILAS IN BORDER AREAS. 

A. I'VE NOT ON THIS TRIP DISCUSSED THE INSURGENCY IN THE NORTH TO 
ANY GREAT LENGTH. I'VE NOT HEARD THIS CONCERN EXPRESSED. IT COULD 
BE THERE. CERTAINLY, I KNOW THE INSURGENCY IS AN ON GOING PROBLEM 
IT'S ONE WHICH THE THAI GOVERNMENT IS EACING IN A VERY IMPRES- 
SIVE WAY. IT'S TRYING TO COPE WITH IT. BUT I HAVE 

NOT HEARD ANY EXPRESSIONS OF INCREASED CONCERN OVER THE SITUA- 
TION IN THAT PART OF THAILAND OR OF CONCERN OVER INCREASED 
SUPPORT OF THE INSURGENCY FROM ANYWHERE. 

Q. NO ONE HAS DISCUSSED CHINA SO FAR, I WONDER WHAT THE OUTLOOK 
IS FOR THE NORMALIZATION PROCESS THERE THIS YEAR? 

A. AS MR. HOLBROOK SAID IN HIS PRESS CONFERNECE IN HONG KONG 
WE'RE CONTINUING TO DISCUSS WITH THE CHINESE, AS I SAID WE ARE WITH 
THE VIETNAMESE, THE PROSPECTSMF NORMALIZATION BUT I WOULDN'T WANT 
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TO PREDICT WHEN IT MIGHT BE REACHED. 

Q. ARE ANY SENIOR AMERICAN OFFICIALS DUE TO GO TO IN PEKING? 

A. THERE HAVE BEEN A NUMBER OF SENATORS AND CONGRESSMAN IN THERE 
RECENTLY BUT SO FAR AS I KNOW THE SECRETARY OF STATE, THAT 
SORT OF THING, NO. HE HAS NO PLAN TO GO TO PEKING THIS YEAR. 

Q. AGAIN, I CAUGHT THE DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER 

OF VIETNAM IN PRESS CONFERENCE. HE ACCUSED THAT SOME IMPERIALIST 
NATIONS ARE TRYING TO PLAY UP THE REFUGEE PROBLEM JUST TO DISCREDIT 
VIETNAM, AND WARNED THAILAND AND OTHER ASIAN NATIONS NOT TO TAKE PART 
IN IT. I WANT TO KNOW HOW SERIOUS HAVE YOU FOUND THE PRESSURE ON 
ASIAN GOVERNMENTS ESPECIALLY THE THAI GOVERNMENT, AND WHAT 
YOU THINK SHOULD BE DONE? 

A. WELL, AS I SAID BEFORE, I'VE BEEN IMPRESSED BEFORE BY THE 
WILLINGNESS OF THE THAI GOVERNMENT TO SHOULDER A VERY 
LARGE BURDEN IN ACCEPTING REFUGEES. THEY HAVE LIVED UP TO 
THEIR INTERNATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES AS WELL AS THEIR OWN UNIQUE 
NATURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF GENEROSITY AND HUMANENESS IN ACCEPT 
ING REFUGEES. I DON'T BELIEVE THAT ANY GOVERNMENT TAKES TOO SER- 
IOUSLY THE ALLEGATIONS THAT SOMEHOW THE U.S. OR OTHER IMPER- 
IALISTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONDITIONS INSIDE VIETNAM 
WHICH ARE CAUSING THE REFUGEES TO FLEE. IN PARIS, THIS MATER 
CAME UP AND WE TRIED TO EXPLAIN TO THE VIETNAMESE THAT WHERE AS 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


IN MANY ASIAN SOCIETIES THE IDEA OE A REEUGEE WAS A EOREIGN IDEA 

BECAUSE THE SOCIETIES TEND TO BE CLOSED ETHNICALLY 

JAPNA, KOREA, CHINA. IN THE U.S., REEUGEES CREATED OUR COUNTRY, 

IE IT WERE NOT LORE REFUGEES THERE WOULD BE NO ONE IN THE 
U.S. EXCEPT EOR THE INDIANS. THEREEORE, WE'RE GOING TO CONTINUE TO 
ACCEPT REFUGEES. WE ALWAYS HAVE. WHETHER IT WAS EROM PRISONS 
PROM ENGLAND, RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN WESTERN EUROPE OR 
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PAMINE IN IRELAND OR POVERTY IN CHINA OR CASTROISM IN CUBA OR 
PASCISM IN NAZI GERMANY OR COMMUNISM IN HUNDGARY OR INDOCHINA, THE 
U.S. HAS ALWAYS ACCEPTED REFUGEES AND WILL CONTINUE TO ACCEPT 
REFUGEES. IT'S PART OP OUR NATIONAL CHARACTER I HOPE THEY UNDER- 
STOOD THIS, BUT WE TRIED TO ASSURE THEM THAT IT IS NOT SOMETHING 
DIRECTED AGAINST VIETNAM. WE TAKE REEUGEES PROM A NUMBER OF 
COUNTRIES. AS LONG AS THEY CONTINUE TO LEAVE, THEN WE PEEL IT'S THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OP ALL COUNTRIES TO DO WHAT THEY CAN, EACH PERHAPS 
IN A DIPFERNET WAY, TO CONTRIBUTE TO SOLVING THIS HUMANI- 
TARIAN PROBLEM. 

MCGINLEY 
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